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Abstract

The title question stands as an excellent example of context-dependence. Its formulation as well as its understanding and the answer that may follow, all rely on many implicit facts, such as who is asking the question, to whom it is addressed, when and where this happens, the current environment, the background history and the expected future. We are miles away from the mechanics of an SQL query to a database. This talk explores how data management can be improved to move towards more real life alike query answering. First, it introduces a very simple mechanism to make data context-dependent. Second, it questions how implicit assumptions associated with a query can be captured and thus made explicit through definition, maintenance and use of profiles for the players at hand: the user, the data, and the environment. The overall aim of the talk is to highlight open issues rather than to propose specific solutions.

